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illing in an unjust and immoral war is nei-
ther laudable nor heroic. Yet, Senator John
cCain is constantly trumpeted by the cor-
porate media as a war hero with special emphasis on
his being a prisoner of war. He had the gall when
he returned to Vietnam—decades after trying to de-
stroy it and its people, while piloting a multimillion
dollar jet armed with some of the most sophisticated
and hellish weapons ever produced (high-tech anti-
personal bombs, napalm, etc.)—to self righteously
complain that when the Vietnamese stopped him
from killing them and their children they did not
treat him properly. However, it should be noted
they did not kill him, as “an eye for an eye” moral-
ity could have easily justified. John McCain in fact
has gone on to live a rich and full life, which is more
than can be said for those Vietnamese, civilian and
military, whom he murdered (unjustly killed) or co-
operated with the murder of from his plane. Wheth-
er he or anyone else, personally considered at the
time that doing the bidding of Johnson, Nixon, M¢
Namara and Kissinger was murder is a very impor-
tant point, when reconciliation before God is con-
sidered—if there is a God and if life is not merely an
accumulation of spasms of pleasure and pain before
total and permanent annihilation. But, in 2007 the
whole world knows that the U.S. attack on and de-
struction of Vietnam and its people was, to use the
words of Thomas Merton, “an overwhelming atroc-
ity.” To continue today to refer to a person by the
term “hero” who participated in this unjust human
slaughter, for purposes of trying to morally prop up
this prior act of wicked savagery, is more than lu-
dicrous—it is participating in and perpetuating the
evil out of which the Vietnam depravity arose.

“Hero” in reference to a person, who unjustifiably
kills people, serves also as part of the indoctrina-
tion process for normalizing the evasion of truth,
the denial of reality and the manufacturing of facts

that today allows those, who planned and executed
the mass murder (unjust destruction) of hundreds
of thousands of human beings in Iraq to be called
“hero.” This propagandizing of the “hero” tag vis-a-
vis those involved in an unjust and/or illegal war is
also part of the spin (deception) required to justify
in the eyes of ordinary people sending plane load
after plane load of future “heroes” over to Vietnam
yesterday, Iraq today and Iran tomorrow in order to
continue the very profitable murder operation of a
perpetual war economy under some auspices or an-
other, e.g., the Communist Chinese will overrun
Vietnam within six months after the U.S. leaves;
the radically hated U.S. is needed as a “peacekeeper”
force in Iraq! Whatever the case that may be made
for the “heroic” killing of other human beings in
a just war—and I personally think that such a case
cannot be made—it falls apart completely once the
war is unjust and thereby the destruction of people
becomes unjustified killing, murder. John McCain,
John Kerry, John Murtha, Bob Kerry, etc., with their
medals for homicide are not the heroes of the Viet-
nam War, the war in “the land of the burning chil-
dren” as Daniel Berrigan accurately named it at the
time.

So, what does an authentic American hero of the
Vietnam War look like? He does not look like the
U.S. jet pilot in Vietnam in 1966 whose photo and
comments are included below. Rather, he looks like
Dale Noyd.

Dale Noyd was a decorated Air Force fighter pilot,
who was given a medal for landing a badly dam-
aged, nuclear-armed F-100 Fighter at an English air-
field. He also taught at the Air Force Academy. In
1966 after 11 years in the Air Force, he asked that
he either be allowed to resign his commission or be
classified as a conscientious objector because of his
feelings about the Vietnam War. His request was

A TRUE HERO OF THE VIETNAM WAR



denied, and Dale Noyd took his case to federal court
in Denver in March 1967.

APALM. The most effective “anti-

personnel” weapon, it is euphemis-
tically described as “unfamiliar cooking
fluid” by those apologists for American
military methods. They automatically
attribute all napalm cases to domestic ac-
cidents caused by the people using gaso-
line instead of kerosene in their cooking
stoves. Kerosene is far too expensive for
the peasants, who normally use charcoal
for cooking. The only “cooking fluid”
they know is very “unfamiliar”—it is
delivered through their roofs by U.S.
planes.

Some of its finer selling points were
explained to me by a pilot in 1966:
“We sure are pleased with those back-
room boys at Dow. The original product
wasn’t so hot—if the gooks were quick
they could scrape it off. So the boys start-
ed adding polystyrene—now it sticks like
shit to a blanket. But then if the gooks

dressed. The panel of 10 officers, who were all Viet-
nam veterans, did not allow discussion of his beliefs.
The central legal-moral issue, of
whether his objecting to a partic-
ular war rather than all wars was
legal, was ruled out as a matter of
consideration by the Court. The
U.S. Supreme Court for a second
time refused his appeal to hear his
case! Therefore the ultimate choice
Captain Dale Noyd was given was
to either abandon his conscience
and become morally a murderer
in his own eyes, i.e., take part in
what he saw as the unjustified kill-
ing of human beings, or become a
prisoner of war. Dale Noyd chose
to be true to the truth of his con-
science. He was sentenced to a year
in prison, given a dishonorable dis-
charge, and stripped of his pension
and benefits.

jumped under water it stopped burning, so they started adding Willie Peter (WP—white
phosphorous) so’s to make it burn better. It’ll even burn under water now. And just one

drop is enough, it’ll keep on burning right down to the bone so they die anyway from

phosphorous poisoning.”

VIETNAM, INC., PHILIP JONES GRIFFITHS, 2001, PP. 210-211.

The American Civil Liberties Union, which rep-
resented him, said it was the first lawsuit claiming
conscientious objector status because of an opposi-
tion to a specific war. In December 1967, using a legal
dodge (“We are not responsible here”), that echoed
the defense offered by the German judges who were
tried at Nuremberg for war crimes after World War
IL, the U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear his case,
saying that the military had jurisdiction.

The Air Force then ordered Captain Noyd to train
a pilot who was probably on the path toward Viet-
nam. Noyd refused and was court-martialed for dis-
obeying an order.

During his military trial, the Military Court also
availed itself of a position in direct contradiction
to principles on which people were convicted at
Nuremberg, namely, “Hand over your conscience
to us, your moral objections notwithstanding—or
else.” Captain Noyd’s belief in conscience that the
Vietnam War was immoral and illegal was not ad-

This is what a Vietnam hero, a
hero of humanity and of country
looks like. It is Dale Noyd, whose
life is a profile in courage on be-
half of life, humanity and coun-
try. It is Captain Dale Noyd whose bravery should
be held up before those in the military today, includ-
ing chaplains, who know in their consciences that
this war on Iraq is unjust, perpetrated and sustained
by a ceaseless flow of lethal lies—that it is nothing
more or less than “big-time” murder. Most of all it is
Dale Noyd’s integrity, his empathy for those being
unjustly destroyed on all sides, his patriotism, his
valor and his guts that should be deliberately and
ceaselessly placed before the eyes of each and every
U.S. Representative and Senator. Held up in front of
them until every bloody one of them, who knows in
his or her conscience that this war is grotesquely im-
moral and/or illegal, acts—without calculation con-
cerning his or her personal political fortunes—to ef-
fectively and immediately put an end to it.

Dale Edwin Noyd joined the universal community of the
dead on January 11, 2007.

The story ends here—or does it?

A TRUE HERO OF THE VIETNAM WAR




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


